








NUMBER. CXXxX, 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THORSDAY. 





Ta urspay, June the 26th, 1755. 





To Mr. Fitrz-Apam. 


Be voy HEN your firft Wortp made it’s 
a o2 j iG 35 - 4 . . 
nige, appearance, I was juft entering into, 





ee what is called, polite-life, and was 
> mightily pleafed at your. promifing 
Y to direct young maids how to get 
: “9 hufbands. I was then juft eight- 

een; not difagreeable in my perfon; and by the tender 
care of indulgent parents, had been inftructed in all the 
neceflary accomplifhments towards making a good wife, 
a good mother, and a_fincere friend. I refolved to 
‘keep ftriGly to all the rules you fhould prefcribe, and | 
did not doubt but by the time I was twenty, I -thould 
have choice of admirers,’ or very probably be married. 
But, would you believe it? I have not fo much as one 
man, 
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man, who makes any fort of pretenfions tome. I ain 
at a lofs to account for this, as I have not been guilty 
of any of thofe errors, which you and all fober men 
exclaim fo much againft: I hate routs, feldom touch a 
card, and when I do, it is more to oblige others than 
myfelf. Plays aré the only public amufements I fre- 
quent; but I go only to good ones, and then always 
in good company Don’t think by good company I 
mean quality: for I affure you, I never go to any public 
place but with people of unexceptionable character. 
My complexion is of the olive kind; yet I-have the af- 
furance to fhew my bare face, though I have been of- 
ten told it is very indecent. However, to attone in 
fome meafure for this neglect, I never am feen without 
a handkerchief, nor with my peticoats above my thoes. 

-Tuoucu my fortune is rather beyond what is called 
genteel, I never run into any extravagancy in drefs ; 
and to avoid particularity, am never the firft nor the 
Jaft in a fafhion. I am an utter enemy to f{candal, and 
never go out of a morning either to audtions, or the 
park. If by chance I ami alone a whole afternoon, I 
am never at a lofs how to fpend my time, being fond 
‘of reading. Ihave an averfion to coquettry, yet am 
the cheetfulleft cteature living, and never better pleafed 
thant when joining in a country dance, which I can do 
fora whold night together, without either falling in 
" Jove with my partner if agreeable, or quarrelling with 
him if awkward. 

Grris thay pretend to deny it, but certainly the 
whole tenor of theit aétions leads to the difpofing of 
themfelves -advantageoufly in the world. Some {fet 
about it one way, and fome another ; all of them chuf- 
ing what they think the imicft likely miethod to facceed. 
SOG eR L Now 
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Now I am fure; when they purfue a wrong one, that 
nine times in ten-it is owing to the men; for were they 
to admire women for virtue, prudence, good-humour 
and good fenfe, as well as beauty, we fhould feek no 
other ornaments. ‘The men ought to fet the example; 
and then reward thofe who follow it, by making them 
good hufbands. But inftead-of this, they. make it their 
bufinefs to turn the heads of all the girls they meet; 
which when they have effectually done, they exclaim 
againft the folly of the whole fex, and either cheat us 
of our fortunes by mmcrying our ssainuecac ls or die 
batchelors. 

Now pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as this is the cafe, 
what encouragement has a young woman to fet about 
improving her mind? I am fure, in the fmalt circle of 
my. acquaintance, I know feveral women who have 


reached their thirtieth year unnoticed, whofe good qua- 
lities are fuch, as would make it difficult to find men 
to deferve them. 


In public places, the coquet with 2 fmall fhate of 
beauty, and that perhaps artificial, thall with the moft 
trifling converfation in the world, engrofs the attention 
of a whole circle ; while the woman of modefty and. 
fenfe is forced to be filent, becaufe fhe cannot be heard. 
Thus when we find that it is not merit which re- 
commends us to the notice of the men, can it be 
wondered at, that while we are defirous of changing 
our conditions, we try every innocent artifice to ac- 
complifh our defigns ? 

As to myfelf, I have a great refpect for the married 
ftate; but if I cannot meet with a man that will take 
me juft as nature has formed me, I will live fingle for- 
ever ; for it has been always a rule with me, never to 


expect 
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expect the leaft advantage from the poffefiion of any 
thing, which is not to be attained but at the APRS 
of truth, | 

I aM not fo vain, Mr, Fitz-Adam, as to imagine this 
letter will merit a place in your paper; all Idefire is, that 
you will oblige me fo far as to write a WorLD upon the 
fubje& : and might I advife, let the women alone, and 
apply yourfelf entirely to the reformation of the men : for 
when once they begin to cherith any thing valuable and 
praife-worthy in themfelves, you will foon find the wo- 
men to follow their example. | 

I am, fir, 
Your conflant reader 
and admirer, 


M. S. 


Mr: Firz-Apam, 


_. You have often animadverted on the prefent fafhion- 
able indecencies of female drefs: but I with you would 
pleafe now and then to look alittle at home,. and beftow 
fome of your charitable advice upon your own fex. 

You are. to know,. fir, that Iam one of three old 
maids, who, though no relations, have refolved to live 
and die together, Our fortunes, which fingly are but 
{mall, enable us, when put together, to live genteelly, 
and to. keep two maids and a footman. Patrick has lived- 
with us now going on of fix years; and to do him juf- 
tice, isa fober, cleanly and diligent fervant: indeed, by 
ftudying our tempers, and paying a filent obedience to 
all our whims (for we do not pretend to be without 
whims) he has made himfelf fo ufeful, that there is no 
doing without him. We give him no livery, but allow 
him a handfome fum yearly for clothes; and to fay the 
truth, till within this laft week, he has dreffed with 


great 
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great propriety and decency; when all at once, to our great 
confufion and diftrefs, he has had the affurance to ap- 
pear at the fideboard in a pair of filthy Nankin breeches, 
and thofe made to fit fo extremely tight, that.a lefs cu- 
rious obferver might have miftaken them for no breeches 
at all. The thame and confufion fo vifible in all our 
faces, one would think, fhould have fuggefted to him 
the odioufnefs of his drefs ; but the fellow feems to have 
thrown off every appearance of decency: for at the 
tea-table, before company, as well as at meals, we are 
forced to endure him in this abominable Nankin, our 
modefty all the time ftruggling with nature, to efface 
the ideas it conveys. 

For the firft two days, though we could think of no- 
thin g elfe, fhame kept us filent even tc one another: but 
we could hold out no longer ; yet what to determine, 
neither of us knew. Patrick, as I told you before, 
was a good fervant ; and to turn him away for a fingle 
fault, when that fault would in all probability be reme- 
died by a word’s fpeaking, feemed to be carrying the 
matter a little too far. But which of us was to fpeak 
to him was the grand queftion. The word breeches 
(though I am prevailed upon to write it) was too coarfe 
to be pronounced; and to fay “ Patrick, we don’t like 
“« that drefs, or pray, Patrick, drefs in another manner,” 
was laying us under the neceflity of pointing at his 
breeches, to make ourfelves underftood.. Nor did it 
feem at all advifeable to fet either Betty or Hannah upon 
doing it, as it might poffibly draw them into explana- 
tions that might be attended with very puzzling, if not 
dangerous confequences. 

_ ArreR having deliberated fome days upon this cruel 
exigence, and not knowing which way to look when- 
ever Patrick was in the room, nor daring to fhut out 


eyes, 
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eyes, or turn our backs upon him, for feat of his dif- 


covering the caufe; it occurred to me, that if.I could 
mufter up courage ‘to inform Mr. Fitz-Adam_ of our 
diftrefles (for we conftantly take in the Worxp, of 
which Patrick is alfo a reader) it might be the means of 
relieving us from this perpetual blufhing and confufion. 
If you walk abroad in a morning, or are a frequenter of 
auctions, you cannot but have taken notice of this 
odious fafhion. But I fhould like it better if you were 
to pafs your cenfure upon Nankin breeches in general, 
than to have thofe of our Patrick taken notice of parti- 
cularly: however, I leave it entirely to your own choice ; 
and whatever method you may take to difcountenance 
the wearing of them, will be perfectly agreeable to, 
, SiR, 
Your moft humble fervant 

| 7 PriscrLLA CRoss-sTITCH. 
., THE cafe of this lady and her companions is fo ex- 
ceeding critical, that for fear Patrick fhould be back- 
ward at taking a hint, I have thought it the wifeft way 
to publifh her letter juft as I received it: and if after this 
day, Patrick fhould again prefume to appear before his 
ladies cafed in Nankin, I hereby authorize Mrs. Betty 
or Mts. Hannah to burn his breeches wherever they can 
find them. Wa : 

To be ferious upon this occafion, I have often looked 
upon this piece of naked drapery, as.a-very improper 
part of drefs ; and as fuch, I hereby declare, that after 
this prefent 26th day of June, it thall bea capital offence 


againft decency and modefty, for any perfon whatfo- 


ever to be feen to wear it. 


N: B. Att canvas or linen breeches come within 
the act. : 
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